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Self-DocumentingOne-Sheet'Zine

Ihavewantedtodemonstratetomyselfthat
it'spossibletocreateaworkflow

forDeskTop
PublishingontheRaspberryPi.Itisatestof
theexpressivepotentialofthisparticular
computingplatform.It'sonemeasurementof
thetransformativeandliberatorypotentialofa
35USD

Single-Board-Computer.ISthePi
(affectionatelyshortened)trulyageneral
purposecomputer,capableofthislate20th
centurytask?OrisitaFroebel-likegiftthat
willteachsomelessonsthroughthe
manipulationofitsform

buteventually
exhaustitsuse-value?Or,further,isita
specialpurposecomputerusefulonlyinthe
Internet-of-ThingsEdge-Computinguse-cases?

Itcametomyattentionveryrecently
thatMagPi,theprintmagazinepublishedby
theRaspberryPiFoundation,wasproduced,in
part,withScribus,afreeandopen-source
pagelayoutsoftware,onRaspberryPis.This
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Theupperleftcornerofthe

Add/RemoveSoftwareapplicationwindow
hasaSearchtextinputarea.TypeScribusin
thesearchbarandhitenter.Youwillseea
feedbackpop-upwindow

thatletsyouknow
a

searchisunderway.Whenthepop-up
disappearsthereisstillanarrayofoptions,
eachwithaselectionboxtotheleftofitsicon.
Iselectedtheonetitled"OpenSourcePage
Layout-stablebranch/scribus-1.4.8+dfsg-
1+b4".Thiscausesapop-uplettingusknow
thatthespecificinformationaboutthis
pacakgeisbeingretreivedandthenapackage
descriptionpopulatedthebottom

centerof
theapplicationwindow.IthenclickedApplyin
thelowerrightoftheapplicationwindow.A
feedbackpop-upappearslettingusknow

the
progressoftheinstallationandadvisingus
thatapasswordauthenticationwillbe
required.Thedefaultpasswordfortheuser
"pi"is"pi-top".Whentheinstallationis

completedtheicontotheleftofthetitlewill
changeinappearancetothatofanopenbox
withmoresaturatedcolor.Also,acheckmark
willremainintheselectionbox.Youwillnotice
thattwootherpackageswerealsoinstalled
alongwithScribus.Thepackagemanager
checksforDependencies,otherelementsthat
ourselectiondependsonandinstallsthem
too.Scribus,onceinstalled,canbefoundand
launchedfrontheGraphicscategoryofthe
Applicationsmenuinvokedbyclickingonthe
lower-lefthandcornerofthescreeninthe
TaskBar.

InstallingInkscapefollowsthesame
procedureassharedintheparagraphabove.
Beginbytypinginkscapeinthesearchbar.
Againseveralpackagespresentthemselves.I
selectedtheonetitled"vector-baseddrawing
program

/inkscape-0.92.4-3".Theprecise
versionnumbermayhavechangedbythe
timeyoufollow

thisguide.Onceagainclick
applyandenterthepasswordattheprompt.

Youwillonceagainnoticethatseveralother
packagesareloadedalongwithInkscape.Iwill
leaveademonstrationofInkscapeandthe
GnuImageManipulationProgram

onthePi-
Topforanother'zine.

TheaddingoftypefacesontheseLinux-
basedsystemscanbecounter-intuitiveand
offputting.Thereareatleastthreedifferent
methods.

Theonethatisfoundbysearchingthe
WorldWideWebinvolvesincantationsonthe
command-lineinterfaceandthenupdating
configurationfilestuckedawayinthebowels
ofthefolderheirarchyandthenrunning
anothercommand-lineincantation.

Theonethatinvolvesusingthe
Add/RemoveSoftwarepackagemanageris,
now,morefamiliarifyoufollow

thesteps
above.Thereisacategoryofpackagesnamed
Fontsthatallowsonetobrowsetheavailable
packagesandinstallthem

directlyasabove.
However,neitherofthesetwomethods



affords previews and so one either has to proceed blindly or one has to have
some deep knowledge of typefaces and their package names in advance.

The third way offers a potentially friendlier way forward. There exists a
software package called "font-manager" that can be found in the
Add/Remove Software application. Font-manager was written for the Gnome
Desktop, but I have tested it with Sirius successfully. It provides a Graphical
User Interface for installing, removing, and previewing fonts on your system.
Font-manager, once installed, can be found and launched from the
Accessories category of the Applications menu.

A useful repository of SIL Open Font Licensed typefaces is available on
the web at https://fonts.google.com/ it provides previews and affords
downloading of fonts in either True Type Format (.ttf) or Open Type Format
(,otf) both of which are cross-platform compatible and can be loaded by font-
manager. Yes, this is a service of the (formerly, don't be) evil megacorp. This
is a situation where they are doing something culturally useful with their
resources and are aggregating and disseminating the work of small boutique
foundaries, as creative studios that make fonts are still called. The typeface
for this 'zine is News Cycle which is a loving re-creation of News Gothic,
which was originally created for newspaper want ads that needed to be
legible in tight columns and small sizes.

To find and load News Cycle I opened the Chromium web browser that
comes preloaded on Sirius OS and Raspberry Pi OS. I entered the URL for
fonts.google.com and entered News Cycle into the Search bar. And then I
clicked on the Download Family button in the browser window. The font will
download as a .zip archive.

Actually, I found News Cycle as I was browsing sans serif font samples
on the website, looking for highly legible faces that were narrow. This 'zine
has some very tight column widths and this text is already very wordy. I
downloaded a number of fonts that met the technical needs of this 'zine and
which felt "human". Files downloaded through Chromium are placed in a
folder called Downloads by default. There is a file-browser window available
on Sirius called File Manager PCManFM and it's icon is available on the task
bar. When invoked it will pop open a window with a set of folder icons.
Double-clicking on Downloads will reveal the contents of this directory. You
can then right-click on the .zip archive to invoke a pop-up menu of options.
Select "Extract To..." which will invoke an interface window for the Archiver
application. Type "/home/pi/Downloads/" into the destination prompt bar.
Make sure that "Ensure A Containing Directory" is checked. This will place the
extracted files into an appropriately named folder. News Cycle has two
variants and so the folder will contain two .ttf files and one OFL.txt file with
the license that permits our use.

Invoke Font-Manager from the Accessories category of the Applications
menu. It calls up a window with a set of actions across the upper menu bar
above a "rainfall" preview of the first font already loaded on your system. The
+ icon will open a file browser with directories/folders along the left-hand
side. Click on the icon for Downloads and the folder for News Cycle will
appear to the right of the list of directories. Select that folder and click on the
Open button in the lower right-hand corner of the file browser window. The
News Cycle folder icon will be replaced by the list of the folder contents:
NewsCycle-Bold.ttf and, NewsCycle-Regular.ttf. You can shift select or type
ctrl-a to select all the files and then click the Open button in the lower-right
hand corner. This will bring back the preview window. You can either scroll
through the list or search by name to call up previews of fonts.

As my word count continues to grow it makes sense to share that I am
writing these steps in an application called Mousepad which is a lightweight
text editor included with Sirius OS. We also have access to the Libre Office
suite pre-loaded, but I don't need a full-featured word processing application
to write these paragraphs.

Also, in the struggle and tussle with the operating system, I lost at least
one full day of effort when I tweaked a setting on my display resolution and

was left with an unresponsive black-screen-of-death. I had a first-draft
this text and and completed layout in Scribus. I tried to edit configuration files
on another computer, reading the system microSD card like an external drive

to no avail. I had to re-flash the microSD card with a fresh copy of Sirius and
start over from scratch. At that point I chose to use a 128 GB USB thumb-
drive as an external disk to use for my working files. Sirius was designed for
the Pi-Top [4] with the new Raspberry Pi 4 Single-Board-Computer. There has
been a period of adjustment as the operating system recalibrates for the
older specifications of my Pi-Top. There was a moment when Sirius signaled
system updates available and the entire visual interface changed. So far so
good.

This one-sheet 'zine is composed for/on a US Letter-sized sheet of paper
measuring 8.5 inches wide by 11 inches tall, known also as ANSI A format.
When folded, trimmed, and folded again, the resulting pages of the 'zine are
2.75 inches wide by 4.25 inches tall.

When one opens Scribus one is presented with an interface for setting
document parameters. Scribus comes with millimeters as the default units of
measure. This setting is tucked in the lower-right of this window. The
paper/page size is along the upper-right. For the sake of simplicity I have left
the document type to be single-sided pages. If this had been a more
traditional book form then selecting double sided pages would be the correct
choice. I chose 0.25 inch margins all around for ease of measurements. The
document is 2 pages long.

After accepting these settings the next task is to Edit Styles to set the
Default Character Style to News Cycle, 9 points in size. Then set the default
paragraph style to 12 points of leading (the space between lines) and to take
Default Character Style as its Character Style basis. I also set the first-line
indent to 0.25 inches, which is more than necessary but echoes the other
spatial decisions to come.

Next edit the master pages. The word "master" here is a relic and it
should be changed to "model" or "matrix". It could also be "template" but it
could be confused for Template documents at a higher scale of complexity.
Matrix would be a good word since document pages will inherit their forms
from them. Edit / Master Pages brings up a dialogue window and changes
the mode of the main application window. Any element you add to the page
will now appear on every page of the document. I added guides for placement
of lines that indicate folds and cuts. I also added guides for the placement of
Text Frames. Editable text frames have to be placed after creating/editing
master pages. One cannot edit the content of text frames from master pages
in the normal document pages. The text frames for this document were
manually place and rotated, and then linked so that the text would flow in the
correct order. Each text frame on page one is 2.25 inches wide by 3.75
inches tall. The text frame on page two is 8 inches wide and 10.5 inches tall
and is given the attribute of two-columns in the Windows / Properties
inspector window, under the Text tab. A gap of 0.5 inch has been defined
between the columns in the same tab.

Once the text frames were in place and linked, right-clicking invoked a
context-sensitive menu with an option to Get Text. That menu item called up
a file browser window. Since this text was written in a simple text editor no
fussy filtering was necessary. Clicking on the file name and then clicking
Okay completed the interaction, closed the file browser window and
populated the linked text frames with this text.

A zipped archive of this project is available for download at
http://rafaelfajardo.com/one-sheet.zip so you can have your own template for
self-documenting one-sheet 'zines craftable in Scribus. Maybe you will also
endeavor to craft on on a Raspberry Pi. Maybe we can one day have an Open
Hardware printer to complete the means of production. Maybe one day we
can have transistors, micro-processors, and batteries that don't rely on
extractive captialist colonialism for their raw materials.

Set into type on 2021 11 24
according to the specifications above
by Rafael Fajardo
and shared in a spirit of gratitude
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